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REPORT

SENATE.

52D CONG RESS, }

{

2d Session.

No.11 6.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

JANUARY

21, 1893.-Ordered to be printed.

Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 3520. l

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3 20)
for~hereliefof Jason Wheeler, late United States Indian_agent_ Warm
Sprmgs Agency, Oregon, having had the same under cons1derat10n, beg
to submit the following report:
.
This bill having been transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior,
the same was returned, accompa,n ied by the following correspondence:
First, a letter from Hon. George Chandler, Acting Secretary; second,
a letter from Hon. R. V. Belt, Acting Commissioner of Indian ffairs,
and third, a letter from Hon. T. J. 1\forgan, Commissioner o;f Indian
Affairs.
·
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D ecernber 17, 1892 .
. Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 8th
mstant inclosing S. 3520, for the relief of Jason Wheeler, late United States Indian
agent at Warm Springs Agency, Oregon.
In reply thereto I transmit herewith copy of a communication of the 15th instant
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on the subject, to whom the matter was referred.
The inclosures of your letter are herewith returned.
Very respectfully,
GEO. CHAXDLER,

Hon.

JOHN

H. MITCHELL,
United States Senate.

Acting Secretary.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OJ<'FICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, Octobe1· 13, 1892.
Sm: I have carefully considered the statements made by late Agent Jason ·wheeler,
Warm Springs Agency, Oregon, in the explanations to his accounts, which are forwarded to your office herewith 1 and, in view of all the facts in the case, I have concluded that the property remaining charged against him, by reason of shortage,
11pon the termination of his term of service should not rema.in so ch_a rged, and have
therefore removed on the books of this office the exceptions taken thereto.
It will be observed,from the statements made by Agent Wheeler that he attribntes the sho~·tage in _question to the neglect and incompetency of Lis clerk,· and to
the antag(!msm to ~1m of several of the school employes..
.
At the time Agent Wheeler was in the service it was the custom for this office ·

2

JASON WHEELER.

to a,p po~nt tl1e agency clerks, and it :was the duty of the agent to accept the clerk
so ap~omted, whe~her compete~t or m c?mpetent, the agent. having no voice in the
selection, and havmg no authority to reJect the clerk appomted. The office is not
advised as to the efficiency or inefficiency of the clerk sent to Mr. Wheeler but is
willing to give him the benefit of his own statements on this subject, and, ac~epting
them, has removed the suspensions to his property accounts as hereinbefore stated.
Respectfully,

R. V. BELT,
Acting Conirnissioner.
The SECOND AUDITOR UNITED STATES TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washing ton, December 15, 1892.
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by Department reference of
the 13th instant, of a letter from Hori. ,John H. Mitchell, United States Senate,
dated December 8, 1892, wherein he transmits Senate bill No. 3520, fort he relief of Jason Wheeler, late United States Indian agent, Warm Springs Agency, Oregon, and requests early report thereon.
In reply I have to say that this office sees no reason why the bill in question
should not become a law, and in support of the position taken, I have the honor to
inclose herewith a copy of office letter of October 13, 1892, addressed to the honorable
Second Auditor of the Treasury, notifying him that the charges made against Agent
Wheeler, and which are sought to be removed by the bill now under consideration,
had been removed from the books of this office, and giving the reasons which led
this office to remove them.
The papers received from Senator Mitchell are herewith respectfully returned, together with a copy of this report.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. MORGAN,
Conirnissionm·.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

Your committee find that the conclusions of the Indian Office are fully
sustained by the papers filed in the case, and therefore report the · bill
(S. 3520) back and recommend its passage.
0

